Eddleston & District Community Council

Minutes of Meeting
22 April 2025 at 7.30pm in Eddleston Village Hall

Contact: edcc@eddleston.org.uk
Website: https://eddleston.org.uk/

Present CC: GH (Chair/sec), JO (Treasurer), RT, CMcD, MA, KK.

Present Others: ClIr Eric Small, PC Gary Beaumont, GW, CD, EMcN, JMcC.

Apologies AB, AW-S.

1. Approval of Minutes. Minutes from 25 February 2025 meeting discussed and agreed.

2. Reports.

Chair. A busy meeting with much to discuss. A good attendance. Many thanks to those who are coming
forward to help improve our community. Still no volunteers for secretary but it was suggested we try Al
for taking minutes. | would be happy to receive advice from anyone with skills in this! We are also
trying to update the website to make it relevant and a useful source of information. Again, skilled help
sought! | am also hoping to improve the contacts and mailing list which at present is just a Word
document.

Police. PC Gary Beaumont attended the meeting and presented latest information. At present he is
operating on his own and so can only issue warnings and not fines for speeding etc. He will shortly be
joined by a second community police officer, so this will change. He is regularly monitoring speeds
through the village and a “pop-up Bob is also available” on loan. He discussed home security and
pointed out that due to distance, police would probably arrive after any intruder had gone, therefore,
home security cameras were invaluable for gathering evidence.

Treasurer. The annual accounts have been compiled and are ready for external auditing/validation.
Once completed, they will be submitted to SBC along with other supporting information which in turn
will allow drawdown of the 2025/26 community grant. As part of this process, it is necessary for the
Code of Conduct for Community Councillors to be circulated, read and agreed to by Council members.
These minutes are a record that all EDCC members have read and agreed to abide by the Code of
Conduct.

Station Road traffic calming. The discussions are ongoing in a separate forum. The emphasis is on
safety concerns rather than just speed. An attempt is being made to find an economical resolution.
Orchard planting. RT led a team to plant 7 trees on 29" March 2025. Details, pictures and a plan of the
new trees is on the Village website. The bench held by JO is to be pressure-washed and moved to the
orchard. It will then need to be fixed in place.

School Review. SBC are taking questions for a final survey. This will be presented as part of the final
review before deciding the future of the primary school. Being realistic, it seems unlikely that the
decision will be made to reopen as a primary school. SBC also suggest that there is no demand/money
for a state run nursery. Therefore, the building is likely to remain vacant pending disposal by SBC. We
need to find out how long this process will take. The community have first rights to the building but any
approach will require a business plan and a local resident willing to take on the project. In the absence
of a community bid, it is possible that the site would be sold for development. The community council
can provide assistance but is not allowed to take ownership of the site.

4. Planning Applications.

No new planning applications.
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e Bowbank housing development. SBC confirm that the developers have commenced works on site
without first discharging pre-commencement conditions. The developer has been advised that they
are in breach of their planning consent and that it would be in their best interest not to progress
further until all pre-commencement conditions have been released. The planning officer has visited
the site and has been negotiating with the agent for some time now but we are not yet in a position to
discharge the suspensive conditions. No enforcement has been carried out. KK will draft an objection
on behalf of the CC and Christine Donelly will organize a response from the church.

3. Wind Farms. In conjunction with Peebles and Innerleithen CCs, discussion is ongoing about Community
Benefit and Ownership of the planned Leithenwater project and also Benefit from the Bowbeat Life Extension.
Eddleston & District Community Council do not have the resources or experience to conduct their own analysis
of the current situation regarding best practice for community benefit and ownership. However, we have been
closely following the research done by the Community Council of the Royal Burgh of Peebles & District and we
agree with their approach. We have agreed to send letter of support of PCC comments to the windfarm
operators/developers. Our intension is to negotiate robustly for the best deal possible for the community but
accept that we are working to guidance rather than regulation. This guidance may be updated in the near
future (to a suggested base of £7500 per MW). The following outlines the main points of contention.

e Bowbeat. The 5 year life extension commences in August 2025 and they have offered £5000 per
MW minus management fees of 8.5%. The Scottish guidance document says that this should be
index-linked since 2014, which would give a figure nearer £7000 per MW. It should also have been
paid since 2014 but this has been overlooked (a figure of approx. £2.1m!). PCC is asking for the
increased figures, and management fees to be paid by the windfarm.

e Leithenwater. It is still in the planning phase and would not be operational before 2030. Again, the
benefit offering is £5000 per MW with no increases and no information on management. PCC
employed a lawyer to check the MoU wording and this has had some minor amendments, yet to be
agreed. As above, we are asking for the higher figures.

e Currently, Leithenwater is offering an advanced payment of up to £1000 per CC area as
a gesture of goodwill. Bids are requested from any local organization.

4. MAPA event 8 June 2025 at the Barony hotel. We have just been notified of this event. Last year it caused
significant issues with parking in the village. GH will liaise with the organiser to ensure a better solution this
year. Main concerns are need for stewards, more off road parking, disabled parking, emergency vehicle access.

5. Date of next meetings. All at 7.30pm in Village Hall.
e Tuesday 27 May 2025
e Tuesday 24 June 2025
e No meeting July 2025
o Tuesday 26 August 2025
e Tuesday 23 September 2025



