Eddleston & District Community Council

Minutes of Meeting
24 June 2025 - 7.30-9pm in Eddleston Village Hall

Contact: edcc@eddleston.org.uk
Website: https://eddleston.org.uk/

Present CC: GH (Chair/sec), RT, CMcD.

Present Others: ClIr Eric Small, GW, CD, JD, JMcC, SW, KP.

Apologies: JO (Treasurer), MA, KK, AB, AW-S.

1. Welcome.

2. Actions from last meeting. Response from Clir Begg

e Path north of Eddleston with weeds growing through. - the SBC team have been out and treated
them. They are going to review the tarmac if ongoing problem:s.

e SBC have been informed of the various accidents at different points along the A703 between
Peebles and Eddleston. The incidents have occurred at different points along the road with no
particular black spot identified by the police. In addition to the police review, the SBC team are
going to drive up and down the road and assess the road surface and any other issues on the A703
south of Eddleston

e Concerns about the path being safe. The path has passed 2 safety audits. One internal SBC one and
an external audit previously shared with Eddleston CC. Most rural active travel routes are situated
next to roads and injuries are very rare (and less frequent than roads). Pavements in a 20mph zone
have risks also (e.g. recent fatality on Morningside Road).

3. Approval of Minutes. Minutes from 27 May 2025 meeting discussed and agreed.

4. Planning Applications.

Minor applications and works to trees ony.
Bowbank housing development. Enforcement pending Consideration.
Burnside development. Recommendation due 9 Sep?

5. Reports.

Chair. The EDCC email regularly receives offers of courses eg resillience planning, community
ownership, fundraising etc. Anyone interested please let me know.

Treasurer. NTR.

Police. Gary Beaumont joined the meeting briefly via Zoom. He discussed accidents on the cycle path
and recruitment of a second local officer. He is also trying to set up a system to provide more local
feedback to him. This will be done by scanning a QR code to open an email link. He welcomes
increased feedback.

Station Road traffic calming. From Cllr Begg by email. Station Road speeding cars. The SBC team have
reviewed the road layout and the speeds again and cannot justify traffic calming measures based on
the data. They take a balanced and proportionate view on all roads across the Borders. The accident
data and speed data doesn’t justify an engineering response. They do suggest that the police are
informed of the times that certain cars speed along Station Road to give them best chance of enforcing
the 20mph limit. SBC were one of the first councils to bring in 20mph speed limits. This has reduced
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speeds significantly in our built up areas compared to speeds before the change in the Borders (Napier
University study). The work to move to a 20mph limit has been significant for the SBC team. They have
also had to deal with abuse from a small but vocal minority who oppose lower speed limits. Their aim is
the same as ours in that they wish to reduce risks on our roads using the resources made available to
them.

e Bowbeat Windfarm final offer accepted. In consultation with PCC and ICC we have accepted the
increased offer from Bowbeat Windfarm. This now includes management fees (18%) and index linking
from August 2025. This is not perfect but represents a good improvement on the original offer.
Payments should start in August and continue until site closure in 2030. The fund manager will be
Foundation Scotland. They are seeking a representative from each community group to work on the
fund set up. Also, need to be ready with project bids.

e Leithenwater £1000 grant. Eddleston church application for pew replacement has been put forward to
use the £1000 offered by Leithenwater as advanced payment.

6. MAPA event 8 June 2025 at the Barony Hotel. Despite late notice and apparent lack of organization, the
event ran smoothly. Parking guidance was issued by EDCC and school playground booked. This was not
used as cars were parked in Forsyth’s field at bottom of Barony drive. Need to make contact with the
organiser Gregorz Koscielak to congratulate and get early liaison for future events. Need to also pass on
thanks for use of field. The general feeling is that this type of event is to be encouraged providing it is well
organized. Only minor issue was radio jamming in the church!! GH will make contact with organiser.

7. School Review. SBC final survey is now complete and results are available. A brief discussion was had. The
general feeling is that the building will not reopen as a school. There is a need for volunteers from the
village to engage proactively in finding a future use for the building; however more information will be
required from SBC to allow for planning this next phase. We need a volunteerto liaise with SBC to collate
and circulate this information.

8. Other Projects.
Secretary. EDCC still needs a volunteer for secretary.
Website. GH, RT and SW will arrange to chat about developments to the website.
Mailing/ contacts list. No plan as yet.

9. AoB. The two council flower beds on the north side of the village are a mess, in sharp contrast to those in
Peebles. Around this time of year Pentland Plants kindly supply — and plant — a range of annuals. It is
unfair to Pentland Plants and a waste of their staff’s time that they should be faced with unkempt flower
beds before new plants are put in. Need to do some initial tidying and generate a plan to move
forward. Communication with Pentland Plants required to inform of situation and thank for plants. RT to
talk to Orchard planting volunteers, hopefully to organize a work party. Possible aspects include:

e Daffodil bulbs are spread throughout the flower beds. Do they need removing and re-planted in the
centre of each bed? If so, by who?

e SBC-planted perennial shrubs are growing fast and need some sort of pruning/thinning. Who might do
this?

e Regular weeding is needed. Possible DofE volunteering or restorative Justice?

10. Date of next meetings. All at 7.30pm in Village Hall.
o Tuesday 19 August 2025
e Tuesday 23 September 2025



