Eddleston & District Community Council

Minutes
Meeting 25 November 2025 at 7.30pm in Eddleston Village
Hall
Website: https://eddleston.org.uk/ Contact: edcc@eddleston.org.uk facebook.com/EddlestonCC

Present CC: GH (Chair/sec), JO (Treasurer), AW-S, CMcD.

Present Others: Clir Drummond Begg, CD, JD, DW-S, JMcC, DD, GW.

Apologies: AB, RT, MA, KK.

1. Welcome.

2. Reports and Correspondence

a.

b.

Police. October Report. PC Gary Beaumont joined by Zoom.

Speeding. He has made 2 visits to Eddleston to measure speeding. 1 warning given but most
motorists just slowed down and waved!

Criminals using dirtbikes have appeared in the local area, police aware but often on scene too late
to be effective. They are hoping to do a quad bike course, to enable them to follow bikes into the
forests.

Keyless car theft increasing. Suggest using Faraday Bag to protect keys in house and also when out,
as thieves can access it from your pocket!

Treasurer. Several ongoing transactions but expect account balance to be largely unchanged.

3. Actions from last meeting.

a.

® o 0T

Tree fallen in Elibank Park. NTR.

Website improvement. NTR.

Orchard Bench Plaque. Plaque available. Waiting for bench to be fixed down. -JO

Footpath grant progress. Stile and bike rack now installed. Stile causing visibility issue at junction.
Trees overhanging footpath on A703 near bridge. Meeting agreed that land from hall to bridge
was gifted to Eddleston Community. Therefore, despite no formal ownership document, we will
send a work party to trim the trees. -GH

Ensuring SBC is informed of our desire for CAT. Ongoing.

4. Approval of Minutes. Minutes from 28 October 2025 meeting discussed and agreed.

5. Planning Applications. NTR.


https://eddleston.org.uk/
mailto:edcc@eddleston.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/EddlestonCC/?locale=en_GB
https://eddleston.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Tweeddale-East-West-October-2025.pdf

6. Community Survey. We have 52 responses so far, out of a community of about 500 people. If you have
not completed one yet, then please do so and encourage others, including children. We can only represent
our community if we know what it wants. Access here https://tinyurl.com/SurveyEddleston

a. The survey opened 22 Nov and will close on 14 Dec after the carol concert.

b. Flyers are being sent out this week to all houses.

c. It was promoted at Christmas Fair. GH will attend Bite & Blether to help people complete the
survey. CMcD will be in Costa in Peebles on Friday 2-4pm to help anyone who wishes it. The
Eddleston Christmas Carols on 13 December will be last reminder before closing it.

d. Please don’t delay responding. GH will send a reminder email around 6 December, with details of
number of responses so far.

e. We are developing a plan of how to present results. We hope to publish before Christmas.

7. Future of School Site. A small team (GH, AWS & DWS) have compiled the survey and been busy gathering
information about other similar projects, governance structures and anything else they could think of!
Much advice and many grants seem to be available. We are still trying to work out which organisation does
what and who to talk to!!! We are actively seeking ideas and pursuing contact with any people with skills
relevant to the project.

a. Survey. We are trying to get a mandate from our community via the survey, but we are doing
research in advance, to ensure we do not miss any opportunity. We will only continue this work if
the survey shows that we have a significant majority of the community backing it. Otherwise, the
site will likely be offered to the open market and the community will have little say on its future
use.

b. We are working with SBC Communities and Partnerships Team to ensure that our interest is
registered, and researching the Community Asset Transfer process.

c. School site visit 12 Nov. A floorplan and some maintenance information have been received from
SBC. We have requested Energy use and cost data but this is very limited info due to closure and
lack of heating. We were appalled by the state the building has been left in. It is full of expensive
equipment that has just been abandoned, there is no cleaning being done and no intention to heat
this winter as oil has run out. Essential maintenance, identified in 2023, has not been done and it is
obvious that the school was not kept in a state that could have allowed immediate reopening
during the mothballing period. There is now a risk of severe degradation of resources and building
fabric. There appears to be an ongoing lease for various unused printers, photocopiers etc! DB to
contact SBC to find out more detail.

d. MAPA are interested in renovating the map to make it interactive. They are also interested in
having a visitor centre, which could possibly be in the school. We are liaising with them.

e. We have had meetings with Village Hall committee, Peebles Community Trust, West Linton
Community Trust and Glencorse Community Centre.

8. Stile at Village Hall. A new stile has been installed by the bridge, allowing access into the Village Hall
garden and avoiding the need to walk on the narrow pavement beside the A703. The money for the stile
and bike rack came from a fund called the Local Community Paths Maintenance Grant (snappy title!). They
were installed by the Justice Service Unpaid Work team. (Thanks to JO for organizing.) The stile was larger
than expected and the handrail is limiting visibility at the junction. The stile will now be moved to the other
side of the horseshoe sign, as soon as possible. (On 26" November the stile has been moved to new
position.)

9. Gritting. The gritting of the path to the bus stop has been inadequate in the recent cold spell. DB stated
that SBC have a complex matrix for deciding gritting priorities. DB will enquire further about gritting to
allow access for mobility aids to the bus stop.


https://tinyurl.com/SurveyEddleston

10. Possible reintroduction of Beavers in Tweed valley! Nature Scot have made a call for interest in beaver
release to new catchments. Anyone with an interest can get in touch directly with NatureScot via

the online webform before November 30. This is a future aspiration only, and there are no current plans.

11. Other Projects

a.
b.
C.

Need for EDCC secretary. NTR

Village Website maintenance. NTR

Contacts and mailing lists. The current mailing list will eventually be dropped as it is very out-of-
date. If you wish to continue to get emails then sign up here. https://tinyurl.com/EddlestonContact

12. Open Floor / AoB

a.

Street lights not working. Multiple lights are not working on A703 and by the school. DB advised
that “Fix-my-street” is no longer reliable. AWS to report these faults direct to SBC. Lighting Report
form here. If you wish to report a problem, it is useful to add number that is written on each light.
CC Data Protection Certificate. It exists and is being paid for by someone else! DB will try to
establish details.

Cloich Windfarm Ownership Working Group. West Linton and other CC areas have secured a grant
of £7500 to research possibilities of community ownership. AWS and DWS attending meetings for
EDCC. A public consultation is expected in February and planning permission for the windfarm is
expected to be resolved by end of 2026.

Speed on A703 at Waterheads Junction. Following the fatal accident in 2024, another car is now
on its roof in the ditch. Speeds are excessive and local traffic (southbound) know that a straight is
coming, so use it as an overtaking stretch. Pulling out to turn right onto A703 is extremely risky.
Also, school children have to cross the road to the bus stop. JMcC to email DB who will contact
SBC.

13. Date of next meetings. Fourth Tuesday of Month at 7.30pm in Village Hall.
Tuesday 27 January 2026.

Tuesday 24 February 2026.

Tuesday 24 March 2026.

Tuesday 28 April 2026.

Tuesday 26 May 2026.

Tuesday 23 June 2026.

Stile in New Position
By Bridge into Village Hall Garden
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